
An accomplished writer, speaker and teacher, whose hard-fought experience in academic administration,
strategic marketing, communications, and thought leadership demonstrate a deep commitment to the places
and people served. With 10+ years of proven success in visionary leadership, has established cultural centers
and guided organizational growth to achieve local, state, regional, and national impact. Has vastly positively
impacted historically Black college and university (HBCU) visibility and reputation, thereby advancing Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives for Black people and women and girls, in particular. 

Believes that more important than renowned public engagement, savvy strategic partnerships, and winning
fundraising efforts is the enthusiasm to lead teams through significant organizational shifts and to develop
people who can therefore do the same. A trusted advisor to university presidents and executive teams, and a
cultural commentator in public, academic, and business spaces, also boasts a stellar record of offering invaluable
insights and implementing effective solutions that contribute to long-term success and institutional growth.
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www.crystaldegregory.com
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



KEY COMPETENCIES

Leadership & Strategic Vision: 10+ years of
executive and leadership roles in higher education
institutions, leading innovative initiatives to
enhance brand visibility, community engagement,
and organizational impact.

Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion (DEI): A proven
leader in gender equity and race relations, with a
demonstrated history of creating inclusive
environments and advancing DEI-related goals.

Public Speaking & Thought Leadership: Highly
sought-after speaker as well as media contributor,
and writer, recognized for expertise in history, race
relations, and educational policy.

Marketing & Communications Strategy: Expertise
in crafting and executing high-impact marketing
campaigns that enhance institutional reputation
and drive enrollment and fundraising goals.

Fundraising & Institutional Advancement:
Proficient in identifying funding opportunities,
cultivating partnerships, and leading major
fundraising campaigns to support programmatic
growth.

EDUCATION

Vanderbilt University  Doctor of Philosophy in History
Nashville, Tennessee | May 2011

Dissertation: Raising a Nonviolent Army: Four
Nashville Black Colleges and the Century-Long Struggle
for Civil Rights, 1830s-1930s.

Vanderbilt University  Master of Arts in History
Nashville, Tennessee | May 2005

Thesis: The Color Divide in the Emergent Black Man’s
Party: The Political Strivings of the Bahamian Colored
and Black Middle Class in the Progressive Liberal Party,
1953-1963.

Tennessee State University  Master of Education
Nashville, Tennessee | May 2014

Concentration: Curriculum and Instruction, Education
Technology

Fisk University  Bachelor of Arts in History 
Nashville, Tennessee | May 2003

Magna Cum Laude, University Honors, Departmental
Honors, Phi Beta Kappa

As a historian, I believe in the incredible power
of stories and in the tremendous responsibility
of storytellers to not only put pen to paper or

keystrokes to computer screens but to
contextualize for readers and listeners alike,

“the why” associated with the who, when,
where and how. 



ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Bethune-Cookman University  Tenured Associate Professor of History, Founding Director, Mary McLeod Bethune
Institute for the Study of Women and Girls | Daytona Beach, Florida | August 2022 - Present 

As Founding Director, instrumental in advancing gender equity through leadership in academic research,
program development, and public outreach. Oversees interdisciplinary research initiatives that address the
distinct challenges women and girls face, particularly in areas such as leadership, health, and education. Fosters
strategic partnerships with universities, research centers, and women's organizations, while also leading public
outreach efforts to broaden the Institute's influence. In addition to mentoring students and advocating for
gender equity on campus, providing key advisement to university leadership on social justice issues, promoting
both scholarly research and community engagement. Secured the successful bid to host the 2025 Southern
Association for Women Historians (SAWH) Triennial Conference. Duties include:

Conceptualizing, coordinating, and executing university-wide events focused on women's and gender issues,
engaging students, faculty, and staff to foster awareness and create inclusive dialogues that drive
institutional change.
Championing the interests of women students through advisory leadership to select women’s organizations,
ensuring their voices are amplified and their needs addressed through mentorship and support.
Maximizing the impact of The Bethune Institute by transforming it into a dynamic hub for research, academic
growth, and cultural innovation, positioning it as a central space for scholarly and community engagement.
Overseeing the development of effective communication strategies, including listservs, social media, and
marketing materials, to convey the Institute’s mission and impact to a broad audience, thereby enhancing
engagement and institutional support.
Forging partnerships across campus, working with faculty, staff, and student organizations to integrate
gender equity and social justice initiatives into the university community.
Mentoring student leaders, guiding them in leadership development, academic success, and financial
management for student-driven initiatives to cultivate future advocates for gender equity.
Facilitating high-level dialogues at institutional, state, regional, and national levels to advance the role of
women and girls, fostering thought leadership and meaningful change in gender equity discourse.
Representing The Bethune Institute at key events and meetings, ensuring its mission and accomplishments
are highlighted and strengthening its visibility and influence.
Advising the University President and Executive Cabinet on critical gender equity and social justice issues,
playing a key role in shaping institutional policies and promoting inclusivity.
Serving on key University committees, including Judicial Affairs, Commencement, and Homecoming,
contributing to the development of initiatives that reflect the values and goals of the Bethune Institute.

Bethune-Cookman University  Acting Executive Director Marketing and Communications | Daytona Beach, Florida
| January 2024 - July 2024

Developed a communications and marketing strategy for B-CU that increased its regional and national visibility
and reputation.Provided vision and direction for a bold and innovative communications and marketing plan,
reflecting the achievements and aspirations of one of the region's most historic universities. Working with key
stakeholders, created and implemented strategies to amplify the themes and goals of the new strategic plans,
enhance enrollment and student recruitment efforts, and position the University for a major fundraising
campaign. Conceptualized, managed, and launched the development of a commemorative 120th anniversary
mark; conceptualized the University’s official tagline, “Where Nothing is Impossible”; convened a two-day
University-wide Brand Clinic; oversaw the redesign of the Wildcat Report; wrote, edited, and/or managed the
publication of 60 unique institutional stories; and served as the social media author and manager of University
accounts on all platforms, producing hundreds of posts. Duties included:



Overseeing proactive media relations and internal communications programs, delivering consistent
messages, and disseminating information, research, culture, and institutional values to targeted audiences,
including internal constituencies, prospective students, the general public, donors, and others.
Proactively promoting university faculty and other leaders in the media while developing similar strategies to
showcase student and alumni achievements, working closely with key stakeholders.
Working collaboratively with internal legal counsel and external media consultants while exercising sound
judgment in responding to inquiries from the news media.
Building a proactive, comprehensive marketing and communications strategy based on institutional priorities
and major university strategic initiatives.
Identifying core messages that leverage and emphasize B-CU's unique strengths and academic programs,
differentiating B-CU from its peers, and conveying comprehensive and cohesive messages related to its
strategic initiatives.
Reviewing and updating university communications and marketing plans, utilizing print and digital media,
advertising, social media, and media relations efforts to increase understanding and support for Bethune-
Cookman University.
Conceptualizing and producing videos that promote the B-CU brand to external and internal audiences.
Thoroughly understanding and being able to utilize the newest and most popular social media platforms
among prospective B-CU students.
Working collaboratively with the Office of Enrollment Management to develop branding strategies to support
outreach to prospective students, encouraging interested students to commit to enrolling; aligning concepts
with the Office of Institutional Advancement to develop branding strategies that engage alumni and portray
the legacy, pride, and values of B-CU in ways that will appeal to major donors.
Participating in strengthening the University's website.
Offering counsel to the President on the strategic direction and integration of executive communications.
Writing internal and external correspondence on behalf of the University.
Managing a team of up to five marketing and communications staff.

Middle Tennessee State University  Research Fellow, Center for Historic Preservation at Middle Tennessee State
University | Murfreesboro, Tennessee | January 2020 – August 2022

Researching African American schools and education institution-building in Nashville both during and after the
Civil War; as well as engaging the CHP’s community partnerships across the region.

Kentucky State University  Associate Professor of History | Frankfort, Kentucky | Sept. 2017 – August 2019 |
Founding Director, Atwood Institute for Race, Education, and the Democratic Ideal | September 2017 - February
2019

The Atwood Institute for Race, Education and the Democratic Ideal at Kentucky State University is an effort to
afford Kentucky citizens with access to scholarly research, interdisciplinary study, discourse and debate, as well as
advocacy on cutting-edge issues related to race, education, and the democratic ideal. Awarded the 2018 HBCU
Research Center of the Year title at the 2018 HBCU Awards in its inaugural year. Duties included:

Developing and overseeing the Atwood Institute’s activities, including conferences and events, lecture series,
student research, and faculty development, as well as ensuring the accurate, proper, and timely flow of
strategic plans.
Cultivating and leveraging professional contacts with other higher education institutions, professional
organizations, and associations to bring community initiatives, joint ventures, and partnerships to fruition,
including interdisciplinary symposiums/workshops/events for faculty, graduate students, and community
partners.



Managing the budget and making its assessment, as well as preparing related reports.
Offering numerous public presentations in more than 10 states including SXSWedu, Edward Waters College,
Wilberforce University, Morehouse College, Florida A&M University, the Southern Festival of Books, the
Nashville Public Library, the Frankfort Public Library and the Kentucky Black Caucus.
Liaising between the President, internal and external stakeholders on key matters including service on
University committees and to various constituencies including the Presidential Leadership Cabinet (Member),
Green Ribbon Commission on Academic Prioritization and Budget Alignment (Member), Harold R. Benson
Luncheon (Presenter + Planning Committee Member), Miss Black & Gold Pageant (Judge), Gospel Ensemble
Fall Extravaganza, (Presenter), SGA Electoral Debate (Moderator), Baccalaureate (Presenter), Diversity Council
(Member), Commencement Planning Committee (Member), Investiture (Presenter + Planning Committee
Member). 
Responsibility for the creation of high-quality internal and external communications on behalf of the
University including authorship and/or was features as an expert voice in local, state regional and national
publications such as TIME, The Chronicle of Higher Education, USA Today, The Tennessean, Wall Street Journal,
Market Watch, Los Angeles Times, The State Journal, Lexington Herald-Leader, The Key Reporter, Nashville Scene,
The Atlanta Voice, Tri-City Defender, The Houston Chronicle, EducationDIVE, INSIGHT Into Diversity, The Nation, The
Feminist Wire and Diverse Issues in Higher Education.

Tennessee State University  Visiting Assistant Professor of History (Non-Tenure Track) | September 2011 – May 2014 

Tennessee State University  Instructor | September 2008 – May 2011
Courses: HIST 1020: World History II, HIST 2010: American History I & HIST 2020: American History II

Vanderbilt University Teacher’s Assistant | August 2004 – May 2008
Courses: HIST 170: U.S. History to 1877, HIST 275: Modern America, HIST 188: World War II, HUM 161: History of
New Orleans through Katrina & HIST 166/ECON 245: History of American Enterprise.

MANUSCRIPTS IN PREPARATION

Greatest Good: Nashville’s Black Colleges, Their Students, and the Fight for Freedom, Justice, and Equality.
Vanderbilt University Press. Forthcoming. 

“Their Highest Calling: The Progressive Ethos of Black College Women in Nashville,” The Work of Tennessee
Progressive Era Women. Mary Evins and Minoa Uffleman, Editors. UT Press. Forthcoming. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Dorian and Beyond  Founder + Director | Nashville, Tennessee | September 2020 – present
Dorian and Beyond is a digital storytelling + story-keeping project that records and preserves interviews with
survivors of Hurricane Dorian in The Bahamas. 

The principal architect, service as steward, and chief liaison between the organization and its stakeholders on
most matters.
Conceptualization and the strategic development of digital media strategy to maximize advocacy, reach, and
influence.



Responsibility for organizational, administrative, and fiscal oversight.
Responsible for the establishment + growth of a social media following and editorship of its growing blog
content.
Management of a team of up to 6 staff and/or contractors.

HBCUstory  Founder + Executive Editor | Nashville, Tennessee | February 2012 – present

Founded in 2012, HBCUstory serves as an advocacy initiative with a mission to “preserve, present and promote
inspiring stories of the Historically Black College and University (HBCU) community’s past and present, for our future.”
HBCUstory’s goals are threefold: first, to curate — popularizing existing historical and contemporary facts about
HBCUs; second, to cultivate — to encourage new and groundbreaking research on HBCUs; and finally, to distribute
— to develop a respected publication and promotional platform to launch discourse and share new ideas.

Serve as the principal architect, steward, and chief liaison between the organization and its diverse
stakeholders, addressing key matters with expertise and authority. 
Conceptualize and strategically develop a comprehensive digital media strategy aimed at maximizing
advocacy efforts, expanding reach, and enhancing influence across various platforms. 
Oversee all aspects of organizational, administrative, and fiscal responsibilities, ensuring that operations
run smoothly and resources are allocated efficiently. 
Guide content development by identifying key areas of coverage relevant to the organization's mission,
securing high-quality resources, and collaborating with volunteer staff. 
The symposium’s collection of scholarly research and case studies highlights the historic and contemporary
significance of HBCUs, showcasing the contributions of notable figures such as Johnnetta B. Cole, Emerita
President of Spelman College; Michael J. Sorrell, President of Paul Quinn College; and Ivory Toldson, former
Deputy Director of the White House Initiative on HBCUs. Their insights underscore the vital role that HBCUs
play in higher education and social justice.
Published over 100 high-quality academic-level articles, which have garnered more than 500,000 views,
reflecting the organization’s commitment to disseminating valuable research and fostering academic
discourse within the HBCU community and beyond.
Successfully establish and grow a social media following of over 15,000 friends and followers, utilizing various
platforms to engage audiences, share impactful stories, and raise awareness of HBCU-related issues. 
Recruit, retain, and manage a dedicated team of up to five volunteer staff members, including five Ph.D.
candidates and the editor-in-chief of The Atlanta Voice. 

The Journal of HBCU Research + Culture  Editor-in-Chief | Nashville, Tennessee | 2015 - 2016  

An interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed journal, HBCUR+C published a wide-range of scholarly articles relating to
the nation’s Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Released in Spring 2016, the inaugural issue features an
introduction to the founding editorial board, HBCU-related art, and articles on HBCU board leadership, history,
partnerships, and sports.

Setting the strategic direction for the journal by conducting regular assessments of competing
publications and ensuring that HBCUR+C offers cutting-edge, relevant content. 
Leading the editor selection process, as well as assigning, balancing, and reviewing workload
responsibilities among the editorial board and staff to optimize productivity and ensure timely publication. 
Curating and overseeing a diverse range of scholarly articles that reflect the multifaceted experiences and
contributions of HBCUs. 
Establishing rigorous peer-review processes that uphold the journal's academic integrity and ensure that
all published works meet high scholarly standards. 
Promoting HBCUR+C through various channels to increase visibility and engagement with potential
authors and readers. 



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN LEADERSHIP +
ADMINISTRATION

AERA Annual Meeting. Presenter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (2024).
The Chronicle of Higher Education’s Women Leading Change Program. Attendee, Virtual (2024).
UNCF Unite Annual Conference. Panelist, Atlanta, Georgia (2023).
Higher Education Leadership Foundation. Zeta Cohort Initiate, Little Rock, Arkansas (2017).
ASSCU/NASPA Engaged Campus Initiative. Attendee, Washington, D.C. (2017).
HBCU Executive Media Training Institute. Presenter, Washington, D.C. (2017).
Association of Land-grant Universities HBCU Student Success Summit. Panelist, Atlanta, Georgia (2015).
National HBCU Media Week Hosted by Dillard University. Presenter, New Orleans, Louisiana (2013).

HONORS,  AWARDS,  FELLOWSHIPS +  SCHOLARSHIPS

Martin Luther King Jr. College of Ministers + Laity, Collegium of Scholars, Morehouse College (2022)
HBCU Research Center of the Year (2018)
Fisk University Women of Prominence, Sesquicentennial Alumna Celebration (2016)
Bishop Michael Eldon School Golden Jubilee Alumni Award (2015)
Finalist, HBCU Alumna of the Year (2015)
Hope Dealer of the Year Award (2014)
Alternate, TIAA-CREF Ruth Simms Hamilton Fellowship (2011)
Bahamas Government Graduate Student Scholarship (2009-2010)
Lyford Cay Foundation Graduate Student Scholarship (2009-2010)
Bahamas Government Graduate Student Scholarship (2008-2009)
Social Science Dissertation Fellowship (2007-2008)
J. León Helguera Dissertation Fellowship, declined (2007-2008)
Herbert and Blanche Henry Weaver Research Fellowship (2006)
William Campbell Binkley Travel Award (2005)
Vanderbilt Departmental Fellowship (2003 - 2007)
National Visionary Heritage Fellows Program (2002 - 2003)

RESEARCH + TEACHING INTERESTS

U.S. History
African American History
History of Education
Southern History

Modern Civil Rights Movement
The African Diaspora
Caribbean History
Women’s History



PUBLICATIONS

BOOK

Magic and Mortal: Poems. Nashville: Juju Collective. December 2022.

An introduction to my poetic voice as a historian and storyteller, Magic and Mortal is a celebration of the
nuanced facets of my Black girlhood, womanhood, and Caribbeanness; I endeavor to guide readers on a
journey through the making of historically-Black institutions and their contributions toward cultural identity,
personal triumph; collective joy, death; grief; and everything in between. Blackness is both a magical
resistance and a mortal persistence, and in it, I leave it all on the pages.

EDITED VOLUMES

The Journal of HBCU Research + Culture. Nashville: HBCUstory. Spring 2016.

An interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed journal, HBCUR+C publishes a wide-range of scholarly articles relating to
the nation’s historically black colleges and universities. Released in Spring 2016, the inaugural issue features
an introduction to the founding editorial board, HBCU-related art, and articles on HBCU board leadership,
history, partnerships, and sports.

“Emancipation and the Fight for Freedom.” Volume 6. Tennessee in the Civil War. The Best of the Tennessee
Historical Quarterly. Nashville: Tennessee Historical Quarterly. June 2013.

Emancipation and the Fight for Freedom explores the African-American experience amid and following the
turmoil of the Civil War. Paying special interest to the efforts of Blacks to secure educational opportunities, it
explores the continued centrality of the concept of black self-determination in the Tennessee Historical
Quarterly’s Black historiography.

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES

“Historically Black Community Colleges: A Descriptive Profile and Call for Context-Based Future Research.”
Community College Journal of Research and Practice (Volume 43, 2019 - Issue 10-11) April 2019. With Dr. Kayla C.
Elliott and Dr. Jarrett Warshaw.

“‘Yet With a Steady Beat’: Advocating Historically Black Colleges and Universities as Black Women in the Age of
Trump’s America.” Women, Gender, and Families of Color (Spring 2018, Vol. 6, No. 1) July 2018. With Kayla C.
Elliott and Brittany-Rae Gregory.

“A Royal Band, The Chosen Few: The Birth of Tennessee State University.” The Tennessee State University
Journal. Drs. Samantha Morgan-Curtis and Yildiz Binkley, Editors. April 2012.

“Before Black Athens: Black Education in Antebellum Nashville,” Tennessee Historical Quarterly 69, Issue #3,
Summer 2010.

“Kelly Miller Smith: The Roots of an Activist and the Nashville Movement.” The A.M.E. Church Review. Spring
2008.



BOOK CHAPTERS 

“Sexism in the World House: Women and the Global Vision of Martin Luther King Jr.” in Reclaiming the Great
World House: The Global Vision of Martin Luther King Jr. Vicki L. Crawford and Lewis V. Baldwin, Editors. With
Lewis V. Baldwin. September 2019. 

“An HBCU in the Anglophone Caribbean: Sociohistorical Perspectives on the University of the Virgin Islands.”
Black Colleges in the Diaspora: Global Perspectives on Identity and Culture (Chapter 11, AEDC, Volume 14). T. Elon
Dancy II, Brian K. Hotchkins, Crystal A. deGregory and Stevie Johnson. December 2017.

“Forgiveness: The Unexpected Gift of Fatherlessness.” Gumbo for the Soul: Liberating Memoirs and Stories to
Inspire Females of Color. Donna Ford et al, Editors. November 2016.

“The Empty Seat Was Mine.” HBCU Experience – The Book: A Collection of Essays Celebrating the Black College
Experience. Tia C.M. Tyree, Ph.D and Christopher D. Cathcart, Editors. Xlibris. December 2014.

“The Relationships of Revolution: Martin Luther King, Jr., the Civil Rights Movement and Political Change in The
Bahamas.” In an Inescapable Network of Mutuality: Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Globalization of an Ethical Ideal.
Lewis V. Baldwin and Paul Dekar, Editors. Eugene: Cascade Books. August 2013. 

“McDonald and Jamye Coleman Williams,” in A Wealth of Wisdom: Legendary African American Elders Speak.
Camille Cosby and Renee Poussaint, Editors. New York: Atria, 2004. 

“Berry, Mary Frances (1938 - ),” “Norton, Eleanor Holmes (1937 - ).” Volume 3: 1028-1030. Encyclopedia of African
American Popular Culture. Jessie Carney Smith, Editor. Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC Clio Press, 2010. 

“Adams v. Richardson (1973),” 160; “American Anti-Slavery Society (1833-1870),” 196-97; “Black Educational and
Religious Intellectuals,” 313; “Chambers, Julius L. (1936 - ),” 98-99; “Charles, Ray (1932-2004),” 11-12; “Civil War
(1861-1865),” 187-88; “Cleaver, Eldridge (1935-1998),” 262-63; “Cleaver, Kathleen Neal (1945- ),” 99-100;
“Congress of Racial Equality (est. 1942),” 202-3, “Cooper, Anna J. (1858?-1964),” 100; “Declaration of
Independence (1776),” 171-72; “Denby, Charles (1908-1983),” 265; “Delany, Martin R. (1812-1885),” 239-40;
“Douglass, Frederick (1818-1895),” 240-41; “DuBois, W.E.B. (1868-1963)” 101-2; “Elliott, Daisy L. (1919- ),” 266;
Farmer Paellmann, Deadria (1965- ),” 139-40; Farrakhan, Louis (1933- ),” 294-95; Foreman, James (1928-2005),”
220; Freedmen’s Bureau (1865-1872),” 205-6; “Fugitive Slave Act of 1850,” 173; “Garvey, Amy Jacques
(1895-1973),” 121-22; “Garvey, Marcus (1887-1940),” 220-21; “Gibbs, Mifflin (1823-1915),” 140-41; “Hamer,
Fannie Lou (1917-1977),” 221-22; “Hope, Lugenia Burns (1871-1947),” 224; “Hope, John (1868-1936),” 313;
“Houston, Charles Hamilton (1893-1950),” 145-46; “Howard University (est. 1867),” 86-87; Jackson, Jesse, Sr.
(1941- ),” 300-1; “Johnson, Lyndon B. (1908-1973),” 183; “Johnson, Mordecai (1890-1976),” 313-14; “Jones, Scipio
Africanus (1863?-1943),” 146-47; “Kennedy, John F. (1917-1963),” 184-85; “Kennedy, Robert F. (1925-1968),”
185-86; “King, Martin Luther, Jr. (1929-1968),” 302-3; “King, Martin Luther, Sr. (1899-1984),” 303-4; “Letter from
Birmingham Jail (1963),” 285; “Massachusetts 54th Volunteer Infantry,” 189-90; “Mays, Benjamin E. (1894-1984),”
314; “Mfume, Kwesi (1948- ),” 274; “Mitchell, Clarence M., Jr. (1911-1984),” 226; “Muhammad, Elijah
(1897-1975),” 306-7; “NAACP, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (est. 1909),”
208-9; “National Urban League (est. 1911),” 212-13; “Niagara Movement (1905-1910),” 213-14; “Parks, Rosa
(1913-2005),” 277-78; “Prince Edward County, Virginia, Schools,” 116-17; “Randolph, A. Philip (1889-1979),”
227-28; “Robinson, Randall (1941- ),” 228-29; “Smith-Robinson, Ruby Doris (1942-1967),” 91; “Thurman, Howard
W. (1900-1981),”314; “Truth, Sojourner (1797?-1883),” 252-53; “Tubman, Harriet (1820?-1913),” 253-54; 

“The Relationships of Revolution: Martin Luther King, Jr., the Civil Rights Movement and Political Change in the
Bahamas” “breaks new ground in the scholarship on Martin Luther King, Jr., for no scholar has written in such
compelling terms about King’s meaning for people in the Commonwealth of the Bahamas. As one who has
thoroughly researched both the path toward nationhood in the Bahamas and the struggle for civil rights in America,
deGregory is eminently qualified to write with authority about these issues. Needless to say, her chapter adds yet
another piece to the puzzle that was and is the global King.” – Lewis V. Baldwin, Editor

https://ugapress.org/author/vicki-l-crawford


“Underground Railroad,” 73-4; “U.S. Commission on Civil Rights,” 182-83; “Washington, Booker T. (1856-1915),”
111-12. Freedom Facts and Firsts: 400 Years of the African American Civil Rights Experience. Jessie Carney and Linda
T. Wynn, Editors. Detroit: Visual Ink Press, 2009.

“Gloster, Hugh M. (1911-2002),” Volume 3, 520-21, “Lawson, James (1915-1996),” Volume 5, 179-80. National
African American Biography. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, Editors. New York: Oxford
University Press, 2008. 

“Frank, Free (1777-1854),” 249-51; “Hayden, Palmer (1890-1973),” 312-15; “Healy, Michael (1839-1904),” 315-18;
“Nail, John E. (1883-1947),” 498-500; “Parks, H.G. (1916-1989),” 515-17; “Sharpton, Al (1954- ),” 592-95. Notable
Black American Men: Book II. Jessie C. Smith, Editor. Detroit: Thompson Gale, 2006.

“Taylor, Susan L. (1946- ),” 761-96; “Walker, Madam C.J. (Sarah Breedlove) (1867-1919),” 761-65. Encyclopedia of
African American Business. Jessie Carney Smith, Editor. Volume 2. Westport: Greenwood Press, 2006.

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Bethune-Cookman Brand Clinic  Convener | Daytona Beach, Florida | June 17-18, 2024

A comprehensive two-day event organized by the B-CU Office of Marketing & Communications, the clinic
enhanced the university’s branding, marketing, and communication strategies. Hosted by Dr. Crystal A.
deGregory, it featured Mrs. Maxine Greenleaf as chief facilitator as well as Mr. Linwood Hawkins of LHJ Brand
Strategies, Mr. Dean O’Brien of 06 Marketing, Ms. Kate Quinones of Costa Communications, and Ms. Shank
Henry of Shank Henry Media. Participants engaged in sessions designed to protect and promote the B-CU
brand, distribute new assets, manage social media assets, and improve personal and professional visibility.
Featuring mandatory and open sessions for communications staff, social media managers, administration,
faculty, and staff, the event was a significant step in unifying and strengthening the B-CU brand across various
platforms and departments, ensuring consistent and effective communication strategies university-wide.

Inaugural Atwood Symposium  Convener | Frankfort, Kentucky | October 19, 2017

Themed “The Future of America’s Black Colleges | Strategies for Public Accountability, Workforce Relevance,
and Changing Demographics,” the inaugural Atwood Symposium’s one-day convening was proudly presented
in conjunction with the inauguration of Kentucky State University’s 18th president, Dr. M. Christopher Brown II,
who is also the Atwood Institute’s founder. Featuring some of the nation’s most important thought leaders, the
inaugural schedule presented academicians, practitioners, and industry leaders from across the higher
education landscape, including representatives from the Association for Public Land-grant Universities, HBCU
Digest, EducationDIVE, Thurgood Marshall College Fund, United Negro College Fund, and other member-HBCU
institutions.

HBCUstory Symposium IV  Convener | Dallas, Texas | October 31 + November 1, 2016

Sought and secured partnership with Paul Quinn College; secured keynote speaker Bishop Vashti Murphy
McKenzie; secured sponsorships; organized meeting of scholarly research and case studies outlining the
historical and contemporary value of historically black colleges and universities; featuring 30+ presenters,
including United Negro College Fund, Southern Education Foundation, and Honda Campus All-Star Challenge.



The Third HBCUstory Symposium  Convener | Nashville, Tennessee | October 9 + 10, 2015

Sought and secured partnerships with Fisk University and the MTSU Center for Historic Preservation and the
Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area. Secured keynote speakers Jarrett L. Carter, Sr. and three college
president. Secured sponsorships. Organized meeting of scholarly research and case studies outlining the historic
and contemporary value of historically Black colleges and universities. Featuring 30+ presenters, representing the
symposium is the only conference of its kind to convene expert voices in areas of history, information science,
fundraising, partnerships, athletics, and new media.

The Second HBCUstory Symposium  Convener | Washington, D.C. October 2014

Sought and secured partnerships with Association of Public Land-Grant Universities (APLU); secured keynote
speakers Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole and Dr. Ivory A. Toldson. Secured sponsorships; organized meeting of scholarly
research and case studies outlining the historical and contemporary value of historically black colleges and
universities. Featuring 20+ presenters, representing the symposium is the only conference of its kind to convene
expert voices in areas of history, information science, fundraising, partnerships, athletics, and new media.

Inaugural HBCUstory Symposium  Convener | Nashville, Tennessee | April 2013

Sought and secured partnerships with Nashville Public Library and Nashville Public Library Foundation. Secured
sponsorships with Paul Quinn College, HBCU Digest, The HBCU Nation, HBCU Career Center, and Living Your Best
Life Radio. Organized inaugural meeting of scholarly research and case studies outlining the historical and
contemporary value of historically black colleges and universities. The symposium was the first conference of its
kind to convene expert voices in areas of history, information science, fundraising, partnerships, LBGTQ studies,
athletics, and wellness. 100+ attendees and 400+ guests watching live online streaming.

BOOK +  FILM REVIEWS

Stanley Nelson, director. Tell Them We Are Rising:
The Story of Black Colleges and Universities.
American Historical Review. February 2019.

Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and African American
Citizenship in the Era of Plessy v. Ferguson. (Book
Review). H-net.com. May 2012. http://www.h-
net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=33932.

Undaunted By The Fight: Spelman College And The
Civil Rights Movement, 1957-1967. (Book Review).
The A.M.E. Church Review. July - September 2005.

BOOK FEATURES
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Ourselves: Social Media’s Role in Response, Recovery, and Reckoning During and After Dorian.” Freeport,
Grand, Bahama | March 7, 2020.

UNCF Career Pathways Initiative 4th Annual Convening. Panelist. “The Black Aesthetic.” With Melissa Butler
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Faculty at HBCUs.” Tallahassee, Florida | April 17, 2019.

Harvard University's The Future of Black Institutions: A Symposium. Presenter. "Into the Promised Land: A
History of Historically Black Colleges and Universities." Cambridge, Massachusetts | March 29, 2019.
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Age. Presenter. "Institutionalizing the Concert Spirituals: From Ella Sheppard to Beth Howse, Honoring the
Honorable." | New York, New York | March 3, 2019.
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Tennessean; Dr. John Sergent, professor of medicine and 1964 Vanderbilt graduate; Susan Ford Wiltshire, professor
of classics, emerita; and Charles Roos, professor of physics, emeritus | Nashville, Tennessee | February 2010.
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Middle Tennessee State University Center of Educational Media & Teaching with Primary Sources Across
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